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QUICK LINK

Open the camera on your phone
and scan the QR code above. 

A link will pop up to access the
menu, program, and more.
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5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
RAFFLE DRAWING & PRIZES

win prizes! win prizes!

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
 

 

 
Czech-Slovak Learning Center

Limboracik

Vranovcan Folklore Dance Group

1:30PM - 2:30PM
Doors open

12 PM

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
 BG Express Band

Dodo & Jozef Ivaskovci
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM

 Pavel Kosar

WINE TASTING
EXPERIENCE 

3PM - 5PM
$35

FESTIVAL PROGRAM



WELCOME
 

 

VÍTÁME VÁS 
Srdečně Vás všechny vítáme na Vinobraní festivalu

jménem našehos polku Bohemian Citizens‘ Benevolent
Society of Astoria Inc. a jeho 225 členů.

On behalf of the Bohemian Citizens’ Benevolent
Society of Astoria Inc. and our 225 members &
volunteers, we welcome you to celebrate our

annual:
Vinobrani Wine Festival.

Board of Directors:
 Sharka Waldhof, President

Ludmila Sedlackova, Vice President
Erich Takac, Treasurer 

Jerry Matejka, Board Secretary 
Jan Cadek

Janene Matejka Molfetta
Martina Nehybka

Marta Kotyza 
Eva Zbonakova



         In the late 1800’s, many Czechs (Bohemians) and Slovaks fled the
oppression of Austria-Hungary and made their way to America.
Many such people found a home in Astoria, Queens. 
         In 1894, the Bohemian Citizens’ Benevolent Society of Astoria 
was formed, named aster the medieval Kingdom of Bohemia in the Holy
Roman Empire. The Society began raising funds for a home for the
Czech people in our community. It was to be a haven where the
traditions of the homeland would be maintained. 

          Two adjacent lots, part of a farm, were purchased on 
October 1, 1910 and the cornerstone of Bohemian Hall was laid. Older
people of the Society remember hearing stories of raising funds at a
penny a brick! Members who were masons, plumbers and electricians
volunteered their services to build Bohemian Hall. These men
transformed a patch of Long Island farmland into an authentic
European Beer Garden. 

     Bohemian Hall was actually built in three sections. What is today the
entrance, was the first Hall. It soon became obvious that more space
was needed. In 1919, the Main Hall, currently known as Josef Voves
Hall, was added. The outside Bar and Garden were also completed the
same year. As fate would have it, Bohemian Hall & Beer Garden was
finished just in time for prohibition, which banned the sale of alcoholic
beverages in America for over a decade! Despite prohibition, Bohemian
Hall & Beer Garden survived. At one time, there were three beer
gardens in Astoria 
and over 800 beer gardens in New York City. 
        Only Bohemian Hall survives to carry this proud tradition into the
next century.

HISTORY OF 
BOHEMIAN HALL & BEER GARDEN 



We are learning Czech & Slovak at Bohemian Hall
Učíme se česky a slovensky v Bohemce 

Czech-Slovak Learning Center
 

Serving to ensure that the Czech & Slovak language and
culture remain an important part of our children's lives.
For further information on the Czech-Slovak Language

Center, please, contact
school.info@bohemianhall.org 

Chceme, aby se český a slovenský jazyk a kultura staly
důležitou součástí života našich dětí. Další informace o
Českém a Slovenském jazykovém centru můžete získat

na adrese school.info@bohemianhall.org

Manager/Manažerka
Monika Kovalcik



        The Vranovčan Folk Ensemble is one of Slovakia’s leading
folklore ensembles, dedicated to preserving and celebrating the
country’s rich cultural heritage. Its work focuses on
researching, collecting, preserving, and adapting traditional
folklore for the stage, bringing authentic Slovak traditions to
life through music, song, dance, and public performances.             
The ensemble draws inspiration from the traditional culture
and folklore of Slovakia, presenting colorful programs that
reflect the distinctive music, dances, costumes, and customs
preserved and passed down from one generation to the next.
Through carefully prepared stage performances, Vranovčan
helps keep these traditions alive while making them accessible
and engaging for contemporary audiences.
      Over the years, the ensemble has become an important
ambassador of Slovak folk culture, sharing the energy, beauty,
and diversity of Slovak folklore with audiences at home and
abroad.
      Through its performances, Vranovčan connects generations
and keeps Slovakia’s living folk traditions alive, celebrating the
cultural heritage that continues to bring communities
together.

VRANOVČAN



JOZEF IVAŠKA SR. &
JOZEF IVAŠKA JR.

              Internationally acclaimed Slovak singer Jozef Ivaška Sr.,
known as the “Man of a Thousand Songs,” has performed in 30
countries across four continents, with a repertoire ranging from
opera and folk music to rock and pop.
       His son, Jozef “Dodo” Ivaška Jr., is a Slovak multilingual
tenor who has performed at renowned opera houses and
festivals throughout Europe and the United States.
    Together, this remarkable father-and-son duo brings decades
of musical tradition to the stage, performing beloved Slovak
songs, international favorites, and memorable duets.



           Pavel Kosař is a Czech musician and cultural professional
with a longstanding connection to the promotion of Czech
culture in the United States.
   His professional background includes work with
CzechTourism, the Czech Republic’s national tourism
organization, where he held a leadership role representing
Czech tourism in North America.
       In addition to his work promoting the Czech Republic,
Pavel has remained connected to Czech cultural activities in
the United States. His involvement reflects an ongoing
commitment to sharing Czech culture, traditions, and heritage
with American audiences.
      Through his professional and cultural activities, Pavel
continues to contribute to the visibility and appreciation of
Czech heritage in the United States.

PAVEL KOSAR



        BG Express Band was established in New York in 1993
and is made up primarily of musicians of Czech and Slovak
heritage. With more than three decades of musical tradition,
the band brings together the sounds of Central Europe with
contemporary American and European music.
      Their diverse repertoire ranges from Czech and Slovak folk
music to popular European and American favorites, creating a
lively mix that appeals to audiences of all generations. BG
Express regularly performs throughout the New York Tri-
State area, bringing the spirit of Czech and Slovak music and
culture to festivals, celebrations, and community events. 

Maroš Kocerha — Keyboards & Vocals
Marek Soltis — Guitar & Vocals
Brano Brinarsky — Bass Guitar & Vocals
Maria Lazurova Dvorak — Vocals
Martin Valihora — Drums

BG EXPRESS BAND
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